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occupied one house for more than 50 years. He was mayor in
1864 and was a prominent Freemason; in fact, on the
afternoon of his ninetieth birthday-Sept. 24th-the Pro-
vincial Grand Master of the Province of Monmouth and a
deputation of about 25 leading Freemasons called upon him
and presented him with an illuminated address in token of
their brotherly love and esteem. The graceful speech he
made in response was proof that he still retains those
qualities of head and heart which endeared him to his
brethren in years past. Alt Dr. Morgan’s exciting experiences
seem to belong to his earlier period. Now, a hale, cheerful,
broad-minded old man, he spends the evening of life in his
own home, interested in the news of the day and in the
progress of medical and general science, taking his daily
walk, enjoying his pipe, and retaining what he long since
won-namely, the respect and esteem of all who know him.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Wiltshire County District.-Another county-this time
Wiltshire-has decided after a decade of reflection to appoint
a medical officer of health, and although the total population
concerned is but some 276,123 we welcome the appointment
as a healthy indication. Mr. John Tubb Thomas has been
selected to fill the post, but as he only entered upon his
duties on March 31st last it would be altogether unfair to
expect him to tell us much of the sanitary condition of the
county during 1898. As is usual when a county medical
officer of health takes up his duties he finds but few of the
district reports printed, but there is little doubt that a change
in this particular will soon become apparent--a change
which is probably in large degree brought about by the
interest which in the first instance a county volume is calcu-
lated to excite. As regards the vital statistics of the county
during 1898 the birth-rate was 25-0 per 1000 and the in-
fantile mortality was 101’6 per 1000 registered births, while
the general death-rate was 14’4 per 1000. In the matter of
isolation accommodation the urban districts are, with the

exception of three-among which is Salisbury-nominally
provided for, but we must wait for a future report to hear
what manner of isolation is meant. Probably Mr. Tubb
Thomas will find it convenient to make a survey of the

county in a sanitary sense before he has been long in office i

and we shall then be in a position to discuss the progress 
which we trust we shall be able to record from year to year.
Hammersmith Sanitary District.-The Public Health Com-

mittee of this vestry recommended during 1898 that the
notification of measles should be made compulsory. Much,
however, to Mr. N. C. Collier’s regret the recommendation was
not accepted, and in commenting upon this matter he draws
attention to the fact that during the year here in question
there were but 57 deaths from the notifiable diseases, as
against 128 from measles alone. Mr. Collier considers that
some of the cases of measles which he saw last year were as
severe as ordinary cases of small-pox. In reminding the
vestry that there were 3069 deaths registered from measles
in London during 1898 he expresses the opinion that society
will soon be discontented with this terrible waste of human
life which no efficient means have been adopted by the public
health service to prevent. Attention is called to the fact that
if anything approaching this number of deaths were to be
caused by small-pox there would immediately ensue a con-
siderable agitation against the conditions which permitted
such a state of affairs.

Glasgow Urban District.-The population of the city of
Glasgow (731,675) is of such magnitude as to rank the city
as the second only to that of London in the British Isles, and
although perhaps there are larger aggregations of populations
in England outside London they are not all grouped under
one sanitary authority. The population is, as may be

imagined, distributed over Glasgow in very varying degrees
of density and we are told that in Pollokshields there
are four persons per acre to 338 in Brownfield.
The marriage rate for 1898 was 19’6, the birth-rate 33’2,
and the death-rate 21-2, all rates being calculated as

rates per 1000. There were 36 cases of typhus fever with

three deaths during the year under review, the fatality rate
being 16’6 per cent. Difficulty was, as is usual in these

days, found in the early recognition of the disease. As

regards the prevalence of enteric fever in Glasgow there
would appear to be a tendency in certain parts of the city
to an increase rather than a diminution of the disease, and
it is of interest to note that this increase has been accom.
panied by an increase in the diarrhoea death-rate. Dr.
Chalmers furnishes in his report charts showing the seasonal
distribution of enteric fever in Glasgow, as also tables show
ing the prevalence of this disease in the several wards for
the periods 1881-90, 1891-97, and for 1898, and these figures
should prove of use in subsequent comparisons, but it cannot
be said that a study of the figures both for enteric fever and
for diarrh&oelig;a are exactly re-assuring.

St. James’s, Westminster. -This district is in the happy
position of possessing no cowhenses or slaughter-houses
within its limits, but with the view of educating the vestry
as to the conditions which may obtain elsewhere Dr. James
Edmunds records the result of applying the tuberculin test
to the cows of Her Majesty’s dairy at Windsor. As doubt.
less some of our readers are aware no less than 36 out of the
40 cows in this herd were found to be tuberculous, not only
by means of the tuberculin test, but also by post-mortem
examination. Needless to say, Dr. Edmunds uses this circum.
stanc,e for a text by which to enforce the desirability of

eliminating tuberculous cows and, at any rate for the
present, of boiling our milk. Dr. Edmunds, while dis-

cussing the use of disinfectants, draws attention to the
undesirability of pouring certain disinfecting substances
liable to corrode metal pipes or fittings into water-closets, and
he observes that these corrosive substances tend to eat away
the Portland cement which is used for the junctions of stone.
ware pipes. As he remarks, a house in which it is constantly
necessary to pour disinfectants down the drains is obviously
unfit to live in. Dr. Edmunds discusses in an interesting
manner the pros and cons in reference to outside soil-pipes,
the question having been raised in rather an acute form in
connexion with the newly erected Carlton Hotel in Pall Mall.
It was apparently discovered after the building had been
erected that the sanitary arrangements, such as water-closets,
baths, &c., were inadequate. It was urged that to lead soil-
pipes over the completed and decorated masonry of the

building would have necessitated many angles in the pipes
themselves and have caused much depreciation in the artistic
value of the exterior. But while the desirability or otherwise
of making any exception to the by-laws in the case of wealthy
companies was being discussed in the vestry the construction
of inside soil-pipes was proceeding apace and in the end the
by-laws were nominally vindicated by the imposition of a
forty-sliilling fine and an understanding that no further
penalties were to be asked for. The by-law in question
was, however, eventually modified by a resolution to apply
the words ’’ whenever practicable 

" to all buildings, whether
old or new. An elaborate account is given in the report now
before us of the sanitary arrangements of the Carlton Hotel,
even down to the arrangements for telephonic communica.
tion. We note with interest that arrangements have been
made to supply water to the top of the hotel even when there
may be insufficient pressure in the mains of the water

company. Special pumping engines have been erected in
the basement by which the lower pressure main-water will
be always available for this purpose.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN 33 of the largest English towns 6381 births and 4506
deaths were registered during the week ending Sept. 23rd,
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
decreased from 26 to 21-1 per 1000 in the four preceding
weeks, further declined last week to 20-6. In London the
rate was 18-9 per 1000, while it averaged 21-7 in the 32 pro’
vincial towns. The lowest death-rates in these towns were
8-5 in Swansea, 10’6 in Huddersfield, 13-7 in Derby, and 14.7
in Wolverhampton; the highest rates were 27-2 in Salford,
27-6 in Newcastle, 27-9 in Liverpool, and 28-6 in Sunder-
land. The 4506 deaths in these towns included 964 which
were referred to the principal zymotic diseases, against
numbers decreasing from 1980 to 1185 in the four preceding
weeks ; of these, 673 resulted from diarrhoea, 87 from diph.
theria, 81 from "fever" (principally enteric), 48 from


